M.D. licensing boards--a new appraisal.
This article summarizes the traditional powers and role of state physician licensing Boards. It relates some of the changes in these powers as a result of legal changes in 1975 and Governor Brown's innovative use of gubernatorial appoint powers. In particular, the changes which have resulted from the appointment of women and consumers to the Board are discussed as well as some of the accomplishments of the Board on issues concerning women. This is with a view toward stimulating reappraisal of licensing Boards and their potential role for changes in medicine.